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Meetings: 

 

There will be a City Council Informational Meeting and Budget Review Meeting on Thursday, 

May 14, 2020 an agenda and budget review schedule are included in your Council Packets. 

Due to the practical logistics associated with conducting a review session of the School 

Department budget, we need to limit the number of active participants to the Mayor and Council 

members, Susan Robertson, Ralph St. Pierre, Tracy Roy and me, School Board Chair Ed 

Hastings and Superintendent Anastasio and Business Manager Casparius. The members of the 

School Board and other School Department administrators will be able to log into the meeting 

and offer comments and questions by the Zoom chat feature.  

 

Other Items: 

 

Let’s start with some good news.  A few minutes ago, Chief Audette advised me that all of our 

other Fire Department personnel have tested negative for COVID-19!  That is certainly 

something to give thanks for! 

 

As you might imagine, preparing a phased reopening of city government functions and facilities 

is a complicated task. Taking all of the appropriate steps to ensure the continued safety of the 

public and our employees requires detailed planning and time for the installation of physical 

barriers and adapted workplaces. What has always made managing city government exciting to 

me is the wide array of services and operations involved. That diversity of function and facilities 

also makes adapting to a pandemic all the more complicated (and in some instances expensive). 

Although we have not identified solutions to all of the challenges involved, we are making 

progress and still are planning for a June 1st reopening of City Hall and a partial reopening of the 

Buker Community Center, Old Fort Western, and Lithgow Library. Operations at the Police 

Department and our fire stations will continue as is happening now. I will have detailed plans 

available for you by next week. 

 

There have been a number of concerns expressed to several of you (and passed along to me) 

about our solid waste collection rules and procedures as well as Hatch Hill hours of operation 

and our recycling program. Clarification of those operations is presented in an enclosed 

memorandum from DPW Director Lesley Jones. 

 

Next Monday, May 18th, is the first scheduled City furlough day. All City departments except 

uniformed public safety operations will be closed (all senior management employees including 

both chiefs and other department directors, both assistant city managers and me will be taking a 

day without pay regardless of the need to respond to emergency situations).  
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With the opportunity for restaurants to reopen for limited service, the Augusta Downtown 

Alliance and some of their members have asked for permission to install some dining platforms 

in parking spaces in front of their establishments. Legally, if it’s temporary, I can grant 

permission with a simple license. The idea would be for the sponsoring restauranteur to absorb 

all costs associated with such a dining platform, for it to conform to safe social distancing 

requirements, for the sponsor to provide adequate proof of insurance, and for the structure to be 

removed at any time at the City’s request. I will make sure we have a chance to discuss this 

Thursday evening before I OK any such installations. 

 

C: Department and Bureau Directors 

Legislative Delegation 


